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WALTHAM  HOLY  CROSS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Waltham  Holy  Cross  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947,  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district. 

It  was  on  15th  April,  1947,  that  I  took  office  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  in  succession  to  Dr.  L.S.  FRY, 
to  whom  I  am  grateful  for  the  medical  statistical  data  in 
respect  of  the  period  covered  by  the  report  prior  to  that 
date. 

The  matter  of  greatest  concern  during  the  year  was 
the  occurrence  of  the  most  serious  epidemic  of  Infantile 
Paralysis  which  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  country.  Between 
May  and  December  8,157  cases  were  notified  in  the  British 
Isles.  Owing  to  the  tragic  nature  of  this  disease,  striking 
down  suddenly  and  indiscriminatingly  both  children  and  adults 
in  the  prime  of  life  and  vigour,  a  great  deal  of  public  anxiety 
was  prevalent.  Many  were  the  consultations  held  over  slightly 
ill  children  at  this  time,  as  the  danger  wras  ever  in  the  public 
eve;  and  no-one  can  say  how  many  of  them  may  have  actually 
been  infected  with  a  very  mild  form  of  the  disease  which 
mercifully  failed  to  develop  into  the  dreaded  paralytic  form. 

All  possible  steps  were  taken  to  limit  the  spread  of  infection 
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and  to  allay  the  general  anxiety.  Five  cases  were  confirmed 
in  this  district  during  the  vear.  All  were  isolated  in  hospital. 
There  were  no  deaths. 


Measles  (91  cases)  was  six  times  as  prevalent,  and  Scarlet 
Fever  (13  cases)  twice  as  much  as  in  the  previous  year.  The 
incidence  of  these  cases  per  1000  of  the  population  was 
nevertheless,  not  significantly  greater  in  the  district  than  in 
the  country  as  a  whole,  the  previous  year’s  figures  for  the 
district  having  been  exceptionally  low. 

Five  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year  with  suspected  diphtheria.  Only  one  of 
these,  however,  was  subsequently  confirmed  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease.  This  is  the  only  case  to  occur  in  the  district 
since  1943.  The  immunisation  programme  has  been  contin¬ 
ued  both  at  the  clinic  and  by  private  doctors.  179  children 
completed  the  course  of  injections  during  the  year,  and  a 
further  38  received  a  re-inforcing  dose  on  entering  school. 
By  31st  Dec.,  1947,  it  is  estimated  that  of  the  total  of  1710 
children  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of  1  and  15  years, 
1038  (  =  60.7  %)  had  completed  the  course  of  immunisation. 

Five  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  4  cases 
of  non  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
There  were  2  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

In  general  the  health  and  nutrution  of  the  population 
have  remained  good.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the  birth¬ 
rate,  already  low  (at  18.4  per  1000  of  the  population  in  1946,) 
has  fallen  further  (16.9  per  1000)  in  1 947 *  In  comparing  this 
figure  with  the  average  rates  in  the  larger  towns  (23.3  per  1000) 
and  in  the  countiy  as  a  whole  (20.5  per  1000)  it  should 
however  be  remembered  that  many  vcung  women  go  out  of 
the  district  to  marry;  many  of  those  who  remain  continue  their 
employment  in  the  factories,  which  may  also  have  some 
bearing  on  the  matter. 

The  death-rate,  at  12.9  per  1000,  is  almost  identical 
with  that  of  the  London  Adminstrative  County.  There  were  4 
infant  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year,  representing  a  rate  of 
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30.8  per  1000  live  births.  No  mothers  in  the  district  died 
during  or  as  a  result  of  childbirth  during  the  year.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  measles,  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever 
01  diphtheria. 

In  the  statistical  tables  which  follow,  births  and  deaths 
have  been  corrected  for“inward”  and  “outward”  transfers  -  i.e. 
they  refer  only  to  persons  who  normally  reside  in  the  district, 
and  they  include  all  births  and  deaths  among  them  wherever 
occurring.  Infectious  diseases,  however,  are  allocated  to  the 
district  in  which  they  arise,  irrespective  of  place  of  normal 
residence  of  the  patient. 

It  would  be  inappropriate  to  conclude  this  report  with¬ 
out  making  some  reference  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  which,  at  the  time  of  writing,  appears  certain  to  come 
into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948.  From  that  day  on  it  will, 
in  the  terms  of  the  Act,  be  the  duty  of  the  Minister  of  Health 
“  to  promote  the  establishment  in  England  and  Wales  of  a 
comprehensive  health  service  designed  to  secure  improvement 
in  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  people  of  England  and 
Wales  and  the  prevention,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  illness.” 

The  Scheme  will  be  administered  in  three  parts,  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  General  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceu¬ 
tical  services  administered  bv  an  Executive  Council  for 
each  County  Council  and  County  Borough  area. 

(2)  Hospital  and  Specialist  services  administered 
on  behalf  of  the  Minister  by  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Boards  of  Governors  of  the  teaching  hospitals. 

(3)  Local  and  Home  Services,  comprising  the 
provision  of  Health  Centres,  Midwifery  services,  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  for  expectant  mothers,  post-natal  clinics  for 
mothers  and  babies,  provision  of  fruit  juices,  cod  liver  oil, 
dental  service  for  expectant  &  nursing  mothers  &  young 
children,  health  visiting  &  home  nursing,  ambulances,  the 


D 


provision  of  domestic  help  on  health  grounds,  special  and 
after  care  of  the  sick,  and  local  mental  health  services. 
These  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Major  Local 
Authorities  —  County  Councils  and  County  Borough 
Councils  —  which  will  be  known  as  “Local  Health 
Authorities.” 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  negotiations 
began  between  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  County 
District  Councils  in  Essex  with  the  object  of  working  out  the 
scheme  whereby  the  Essex  County  Council,  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  would  administer  the  services,  as  listed  under  (3) 
of  the  foregoing  paragraph,  for  which  they  will  be  responsible. 
At  the  time  of  writing  (June  1948)  the  scheme  has  been  almost 
completed  and  approved,  with  amendments  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  With  the  exception  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  and 
the  Ambulance  Service  (which  will  be  administered  centrally 
by  the  County  Council)  the  services  in  question  will  be 
administered  in  this  area  by  a  “Forest  Area  Health  Sub 
Committee”,  responsible  to  the  County  Health  Committee, 


and  composed  as  follows  : — 

Representing  : — 

Wanstead  and  Woodford  Borough  ...  ...  4 

Chingford  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chigwell  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Epping  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waltham  Holy  Cross  U.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Epping  R.D.C .  ...  ...  2 

Essex  County  Health  Committee  ...  ...  7 

*( Hospital  Management  Committee  ...  ...  1 

(Executive  Council  for  Essex  ...  ...  ...  1 

(Local  Medical  Committee  for  Essex  ...  ...  1 

(Voluntary  Organisations  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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#  Nominees  to  be  appointed  by  the  Essex  County  Health  Committee. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  urban  and  rural 
districts  will  be  well  represented  on  this  committee,  considering 
that  it  will  be  administering  many  services  which  were 
previously  controlled  remotely  by  the  County  Council 
from  Chelmsford.  The  decentralisation  of  control  augurs 
well  for  the  future,  and  local  needs  and  problems  will  be  all 
the  more  readily  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  administrating 
body.  Many  of  your  Councillors  and  Officers  have  felt  that 
this  decentralisation  ot  control  does  not  go  far  enough,  and 
that  the  areas  of  the  sub-committee  could  with  advantage  have 
been  made  smaller  and  more  compact.  The  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  County  Council  in  staffing  and  maintaining  numerous 
small  units  of  administration  would,  however,  be  many,  not 
the  least  of  them  being  that  of  providing  office  accommodation, 
officers  and  clerical  staff  for  each.  The  present  arrangement 
has  the  advantage  of  making  the  territory  of  the  Education 
Division  and  the  Health  Area  the  same,  and  thus  facilitating 
the  co-ordination  of  the  School  Medical  Service  with  the  other 
Local  Authority  Health  Services.  The  scheme  also  provides 
for  periodic  review  of  the  areas  in  the  light  of  experience,  and 
time  alone  will  tell  to  what  extent  revisions  may  prove  to 
be  necessary. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  would  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  to  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
their  help  and  co-operation,  and  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Commiltee  for  their  support  during  the 
year. 


H.  FRANKS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and 

Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10,959 

Population 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7,730 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2,097 

Rateable  Value  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£57,895 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

.  .  . 

. . . 

£255 

The  rate  in  the  pound  was  20s.  2d. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  :  Legitimate 

66 

67 

123 

Illegitimate 

1 

6 

7 

Total 

130 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

•  •  • 

16.9 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births  :  Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  bir 

ths 

•  •  • 

30.0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

53 

47 

100 

( Registrar 

General’s 

Figures) 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

•  •  . 

12.9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate... 

1 

'j 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total  4 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  (per  1,000  live  births)  30.8 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  age  2  years  0 
Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Q 

$ 


Causes  of  Death  as  given  by  The  Registrar  General 

for  the  year  1947 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Influenza 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 
Cancer  (all  forms) 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Congenital  Malformations 
Birth  Injuries... 

Infantile  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Road  Accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Totals 


1 


J 


Male 

0 

1 

1 

5 

9 

10 

1 

4 

2 

4 

0 


B  1 


0 

1 

4 

10 

53 


Female 

1 

0 

0 

6 

8 

12 

4 

3 

0 

2 

2 


1 

1 

1 

4 

47 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

11 

17 

22 

5 
7 
2 

6 
2 


1 

2 

5 

14 


100 


Table  of  Comparative  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  in  the 
year  1947  (Provisional  figures  based  on  weekly  and  quarterly 
returns).  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 
Deaths  :  All  causes 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  the 
Health  Services  in  the  Area 

(a)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  (see 

first  page). 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities.  A  Ministry  of  Health  Labora¬ 

tory  operated  at  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Epping. 
Milk,  water  and  ice  cream  samples  are  examined  at 
the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory,  66  Queen 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities.  A  private  ambulance  situated 

in  the  town  is  available  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night  for  non-infectious  cases.  Infectious  cases  are 
removed  by  Special  Ambulance  situated  at  Waltham 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

(d)  Hospitals.  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Epping 

\\  alt  ham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  (for  infec¬ 
tions  cases  only). 

Waltham  Abbey  Cottage  Hospital. 

(e)  Child  Welfare.  The  Welfare  Authority  is  the  Essex 
County  Council.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  times 

at  “  I'll e  Cedars,”  Sewardstone  Road,  Waltham  Abbey. 
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Child  Welfare  Centre.  Every  Friday  at  2  p.m. 

School  Children  (minor  ailments)  1st  &  3rd 

Monday  in  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation-  1st  &  3rd  Monday 
in  each  month  at  3  p.m.  No  charge  is  made. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic.  1st  &  3rd  Tuesday  in  each 
month  at  2  p.m. 

Dental  Ciinic.  By  appointment  only. 

Eye  Specialist.  Bv  appointment  only. 

Physiotherapist.  By  appointment  only. 

Day  Nursery  continues  to  be  available  for  chil¬ 
dren  under  school  age.  Applications  for  admission 
should  be  addressed  to  ‘‘  The  Matron,  Day  Nursery,  The 
Cedars,  Sewardstone  Road. 

Home  visiting  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s 
Health  Visitors  in  the  area. 

(f)  School  Health  Service-  The  Education  Auth¬ 
ority  is  the  Essex  County  Council.  School  nurses  inspect  the 
children  regularly,  and  there  is  a  medical  inspection  at  each 
school  not  less  than  once  per  year.  Advice  and  treatment 
are  provided  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centre  at  the 
appropriate  sessions  as  listed  above. 

(g)  Tuberculosis  Service-  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
of  the  Essex  Countv  Council  at  the  Combined  Treatment 
Centre,  Regent  Road,  Epping — every  Tuesday  at  9  a.m  to 
1  p.m. 
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During  the  year  the  Care  Association  for  the  area 
covering  the  Chigwell,  Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar 
districts  continued  to  function.  The  Association  assists  cases 
awaiting  admission  to  sanatorium  in  various  ways  and  arranges 
also  for  the  admission  of  child  contacts  to  convalescent  homes. 
It  concerns  itself  also  with  the  after  care  of  patients  by 
assistance  in  obtaining  materials  for  occupational  therapy  and 
whenever  possible,  suitable  employment  for  those  fit  for  work. 
The  Association  is  supported  by  voluntayv  contributions  and 
receives  also  a  grant  from  the  County  Council. 

The  Honorary  Secretary  is  Mr.  A.  j.  Edwards,  37 
Woodland  Road,  Lough  ton. 

(h)  District  Nurses  employed  by  the  'feppfwg  District 
Nursing  Association^  and  midwives  employed  by  the  Essex 
County  Council,  serve  the  area. 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply 

The  district  is  within  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board’s 
area  of  supply.  There  are  outlying  parts  of  the  district  which 
do  not  receive  the  benefit  of  this  supply  and  depend  solely  on 
water  from  shallow  wells.  Consideration  was  given  to  a 
scheme  to  supply  these  premises  from  the  mains.  Levels 
were  taken  and  pressure  tests  applied.  The  scheme  had  to 
be  rejected  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  not  mechanically 
possible  to  provide  a  supply  of  water. 

At  Claverhamburv,  the  Clapton  Stadium,  Ltd.,  supply 
their  kennels  and  dwelling  houses,  together  with  an  adjoining 
dairy  farm,  with  water  obtained  from  an  artesian  bore.  The 
water  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(ii)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal, 

Sewage  from  the  urban  parts  of  the  area,  together  with 
that  from  parts  of  Upshire  and  High  Beech,  is  conveyed  by 
both  gravitation  and  electric  pumps  to  the  Main  Works  at 
Brooker  Road.  The  treatment  here  comprises  screening, 
sedimentation  and  aeration  in  circular  filters  after  which  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  and  finally  discharged  into  Cobbins 
Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  River  Lee. 

A  similar  works  on  a  small  scale  serves  the  Seward- 
stonebury  area,  whilst  the  sewage  from  about  25  dwellings  in 
Sewardstone  gravitates  to  a  small  works  consisting  of  septic 
tanks  and  rectangular  filters,  together  with  a  hydraulic  pump 
for  lifting  sewage  up  to  the  filters  and  final  irrigation  channels. 

13 


The  remainder  of  the  district  is  not  sewered,  drainage 
going  mainly  to  cesspools  which  are  emptied  quarterly  under 
a  Council  contract. 

(iii)  Rivers  and  Streams 

The  River  Lee  and  Cobbins  Brook  which  flow  through 
the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  Lee  Conservancy  Board. 
The  Board’s  Officers  have  been  extremely  diligent  in  dealing 
with  all  possible  sources  of  pollution. 

2.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

A  few  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  remain  in  the 
area.  They  are  situated  in  premises  remote  from  the  sewer. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing- 

Refuse  and  salvage  are  collected  on  alternate  weeks  by 
a  10  cubic  yard  S.D.  freighter  supplemented  by  a  5  cubic 
yard  Fordson  freighter.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  separately 
once  a  week  at  a  quarterly  charge  basis  on  the  rate  of  6d.  per 
bin. 

All  refuse  is  sorted  for  salvage  material.  Paper,  metals, 
glass  and  bones  are  separated  and  sold  to  produce  a 
substantial  revenue  and  assist  in  the  present  shortage  of  raw 
materials.  Refuse  disposal  is  by  a  two-cell  forced  draught 
incinerator.  Waste  food  is  collected  by  a  contractor  from 
bins  distributed  throughout  the  district  and  is  used  after 
sterilisation  for  pig  feeding. 

Council  maintained  streets  are  scavenged  and  gullies 
are  emptied  by  direct  labour.  County  Council  roads  are  not 
delegated  and  these  are  cleansed  by  the  County  Council 
workmen  working  under  the  County  Surveyor. 

The  Urban  District  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
is  Geo.  Clarke.  A.R.IC.S.,  M.I.Mun.E. 
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(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  during  1947  ...  ...  378 

Number  of  Nuisances  outstanding  from  1946  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1947  ...  ...  126 

Number  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Action  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Disinfection  : — 

Number  of  Visits  re  cleansing  and  disinfection  after 

infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

One  premises  in  the  district  was  found  to  be  heavily 
iufested  with  vermin.  The  male  tenant  was  removed  to  a 
cleansing  station  for  purposes  of  cleansing  and  disinfestation. 
A  number  of  beds  and  other  articles  were  burnt. 

The  rooms  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T.  solution  and 
then  fumigated  with  Thermatox.  All  walls  were  stripped  and 
redecorated. 

The  tenants,  brother  and  sister,  aged  76  and  79  respec¬ 
tively,  are  now  being  cared  for  by  a  member  of  the  Domestic 
Help  Service. 

Petrolum  Acts  and  Orders  : — 

Licences  granted  during  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Cellulose  licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  : — 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Rodent  Officer  acting  for 
the  Local  Authority  under  the  Act. 
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Systematic  baiting  of  sewers  was  continued  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  “  takes  ”  was  small.  Later  in  the  year 
a  10%  test-baiting  of  manholes  was  effected  with  a  “  no-take  " 
result.  The  number  of  rodent  operatives  was  increased  to 
two  in  July  and  the  Private  Dwellings  Campaign  inaugurated. 

The  area  was  divided  into  ten  blocks  and  systematic 
inspection  was  made  of  every  premises  within  each  block. 
Useful  work  was  performed  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
rodent  population  was  reduced  as  a  result  of  these  endeavours. 
The  work  was  proceeding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Agricul¬ 
tural  premises  are  dealt  with  by  the  Essex  War  Agricultural 
Committee. 

fiv)  Shops  Acts,  1934. 

All  premises  under  this  heading  were  visited  and  found 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Number  of  sites  for  which  licences  have  been  issued 

by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  during  1947  ...  6 

Number  of  Campers  during  1947  ...  ...  ...  90 

The  sites  are  provided  with  separate  privy  accommo¬ 
dation  for  the  sexes  ;  an  adequate  supply  of  water  and  also 
covered  receptacles  for  refuse. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  and  grit  from  the  Northmet  Power 
Station,  Brimsdown,  which  caused  a  nuisance  and  polluted 
the  atmosphere  in  the  Sewardstone  area.  The  Council  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Enheld  U.D.C.  regarding  this  nuisance.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  no  improvement  has  resulted. 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing 

The  austerity  which  continued  to  prevail  throughout 
1947  does  not  encourage  retrospection.  The  feeling  of 
frustration  amongst  the  families  without  separate  homes  was 
all  too  evident.  The  consequent  bitterness  which  this  feeling 
of  frustration  breeds  is  not  conducive  to  happiness  at  home. 
Young  people  require  a  home  of  their  own  in  which  to  live 
their  lives  free  from  interruption  by  others  however  well 
intentioned. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  are  some  signs 
of  improvement  in  the  supply  of  building  materials.  May  one 
hope  that  it  will  herald  better  prospects  for  the  homeless  and 
badly  housed  section  of  the  community. 

Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  ...  140 

Works  of  repair  were  effected  at  the  following 

number  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  69 

Demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  each  case  works  required  by  a  Statutory  Notice 
were  completed  by  the  owners  of  the  property. 

Illness  and  staff  difficulties  combined  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  work  effected  under  this  heading.  Shortages  of 
building  materials  and  labour  have  been  further  deterrents. 
Owners  of  property  have  had  to  be  allowed  a  far  greater 
degree  of  latitude  than  would  be  tolerated  if  the  supply 
position  were  normal.  It  has  been  a  difficult  situation  with 
which  to  deal  and  liable  to  abuse  by  recalcitrant  owners  of 
property. 
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During  the  year  the  Council’s  scheme  for  50  prefabri¬ 
cated  bungalows  at  Lodge  Lane  and  Beechheld  Walk  was 
completed.  Some  progress  was  made  on  the  Council’s 
Housing  Estate  at  Princesheld  and  four  houses  were  com¬ 
pleted.  Twenty  live  houses  were  erected  by  private  builders 
in  the  area. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Entwistle,  A.R.V.O., 
Rehousing  Officer,  for  the  following  information  relating  to 
premises  administered  by  the  Council. 


Estate  No.  of  Houses 


Denny  Avenue 

62 

Harold  Estate 

50 

Upshire  Road 

36 

Tennyson  Avenue  ... 

20 

Eastbrook  Road 

10 

Forest  Close 

10 

Beechheld  Walk 

24 

Beechheld  Walk  and  Lodge  Lane 

— 

212 

(Prefabricated  bungalows) 

50 

50 

Requisitioned  premises 

49 

Avey  Lane  Camp  (sqnatters) 

15 

— 

64 

Grand  Total  326 

-  . 


Total  number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year 
was  30  ;  incorporating  109  persons  in  all. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  of  Food 

Milk  Supply. 

All  premises  where  milk  is  produced  or  retailed  are 
visited  regularly  and  strict  supervision  is  exercised  to  ensure 


the  clean  production  and  handling  of  milk. 

Nnmber  of  Cowkeepers  on  the  register  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Producer- Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Approximate  number  of  milch  cows  ...  ...  ...  950 

Number  of  premises  producing  Accredited  Milk  ...  1 


Number  of  premises  producing  Tuberculin  Tested 

^ lilk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

The  licence  of  one  producer  of  Accredited  Milk  was 
revoked  during  the  year  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  The 
number  of  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  was  increased 
from  live  to  seven. 

Supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936-43,  were  granted  as 
follows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933 — 

(Ice  Cream  Regulations). 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  manufacturers  and  vendoi  s  1 1 
Number  of  persons  registered  as  vendors  ...  ...  ...  29 

Although  eleven  are  registered  as  manufacturers 
actually  only  two  do  manufacture.  The  remainder  obtain 
their  supplies  from  other  hrms. 

19 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


A  Cattle  Market  and  a  General  Market  are  held  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week,  where  the  sale  of  food  is  supervised. 

The  practice  of  washing  and  disinfecting  vehicles 
conveying  livestock  to  and  from  the  market,  was  effected 
during  the  year  as  required  by  the  Transit  of  Animals  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1931. 

All  slaughtering  is  effected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse,  Sewardstone  Street,  Waltham  Abbey.  In¬ 
spections,  mainly,  are  effected  outside  of  office  hours. 

The  following  animals  were  inspected  during  the  - 
year  : — 

31  Bulls 
385  Cows 

817  Steers  and  Heifers 
223  Pigs 

1994  Sheep  and  lambs 
773  Calves 

4223  Total 


The  following  were  surrendered  as  being  unlit  for 
human  consumption  : — 

27  Bovine  carcases  complete  with  all  offal 
171  Bovine  lungs 
1  Bovine  heart 
230  Bovine  livers 
57  Heads  and  tongues  (bovine) 

34  Bovine  sets  of  organs  and  offal 
12  Bovine  skirts 

1  Bovine  flank 

2  Bovine  tops  and  rumps 
6  Bovine  forequarters 

5  Bovine  hindquarters 
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1  Bovine  loin 
50  Bovi  ne  spleens 
1  Bovine  tail 

1  Calf  carcase  complete 

8  Sheep  carcases  complete 
6  Sheep’s  heads  and  tongues 
16  Sheep’s  livers 
43  Sheep’s  plucks 

2  Legs  of  mutton 

1  Pig’s  carcase  complete 

3  Pig’s  heads 
3  Pig’s  livers 
3  Pig’s  plucks 

Total  weight  of  meat  thus  surrendered  =  11  Tons 
3  cwts.  2  qrs.  8  lbs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

There  are  nine  slaughtermen  licenced  under  the  Act. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed 
for  sale  were  inspected.  The  following  articles  were  surren¬ 
dered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


127  tins  evaporated  milk 
2  tins  condensed  milk 
2  tins  Vienna  steak 
7  tins  pork  sausages 
4  tins  stewed  steak 
1  tin  meat  and  vegetable 
ration 

4  tins  meat  roll 

1  tin  minced  beef  loaf 

2  tins  silver  hare 
27  tins  beans 

1  tin  mixed  vegetables 


8  tins  soup 
6  tins  sardines 
10  tins  salmon 
2  tins  pilchards 
6  tins  whiting 
2  tins  crawfish 
2  tins  macedoines 
69J  lbs.  corned  beef 
2\  lbs.  luncheon  meat 
12  lbs.  cheese 
10  lbs.  galantine 
129  lbs.  prunes 

n 


5  tins  peas 

1  tin  plums 

2  tins  spaghetti 
1  tin  apricots 

1  tin  potatoes 
4  tins  peaches 
1  tin  grapefruit 
1  tin  grapefruit  marmalade 
1  tin  melon  jam 
1  tin  fruit  salad 
1  tin  pears 


14  lbs.  tomatoes 
|  lb.  margarine 
2\  lbs.  butter 

15  lbs.  bacon 
52J  lbs.  macaroni 

130  lbs.  rabbit  flesh 
306  lbs.  chicken 
55  lbs.  duck 
294  lbs.  powdered  milk 
2  jars  fish  paste 
1  tin  carrots 


Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  Essex  Council  deal  principally  with  matters 
coming  under  this  heading.  I  am  informed  that  all  samples 
taken  for  examination  in  this  area  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  In  addition,  a  number  of  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  35  factories  on  the  register  ;  32  being  open 
to  inspection  the  remaining  two  being  on  Crown  premises. 
Seventy  visits  were  made  to  the  premises  concerned.  Minor 
defects  found  to  exist  were  remedied  upon  request.  There 
are  four  outworkers  in  the  district. 

W.  H.  Meynell, 

C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of, 

and  C 

ontrol 

over, 

Infectious  Diseases. 

(Full  comments  appear 

on  pages  3- 

-7  of  this 

report.) 

Cases  admitted 

Cases  notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 

Measles 

91 

3 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

0 

0 

Infantile  Paralysis 

5 

5 

0 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

*5 

5 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

0 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

7 

5 

0 

*  of  which  one  only  was  confirmed  on  investigation. 

Comparative  Tables  of  Infectious  Disease  Notification  and 

✓ 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1947 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 
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1  Notifications  per  1,000  population 
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Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

1.68 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

2.46 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

0  13 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

0.90 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0  00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9  58 

5.29 

11.77 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

0.25 

2  Deaths  per  1,000  population 


Typhoid  and  Para- 


typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

0.00 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Notifiable  Diseases 

during  the 

last  five  years- 

Disease 

1943 

1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  »  • 

18 

5 

5 

6 

13 

Diphtheria... 

•  « 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  .. 

•  •  • 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

Puerperal  Fever  &  Py 

rexia 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Measles 

.  •  • 

202 

6 

60 

14 

91 

Whooping  Cough... 

r  »  • 

3 

22 

15 

19 

19 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis 

.  A 

1 

0 

0 

0 

26 


